
 

 

Rowena Academy 

Welcome to Nursery 



 
An Introduction 

 
Welcome to Rowena Nursery. We want to make your child’s start in school an exciting 
and enjoyable learning time. You will have already started educating your child very 
successfully at home, just by talking to him or her and giving them a chance to talk 
back to you. We want to continue this learning partnership with you. As such, we hope 
that you, as parents and friends, will get to know the school well and feel that you are 
an important part of it. 
 
 

Our Aims 
 
We wish to create a happy and secure atmosphere in the Nursery, one where children 
will develop confidence in their own abilities, will continue their eagerness to learn, and 
will grow through a wide range of learning experiences. 



 
Attending the Nursery 

 
Provision is made for Nursery children to attend for either 15 or 30 hours per week.  
 
Session choices are as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bringing and Collecting your Child 
 
All children attending the Nursery must be brought and collected by a responsible adult 
known to the Nursery staff.  We are sure that you will understand that this is a sensible 
and safe procedure.  Please let us know if someone else will be bringing or collecting 
your child. 
 
At the beginning of the Nursery session, we have a fifteen minute ‘drop-in’ session 
where you are free to stay with your child to help them to settle and play with them. 
This is the ideal time to speak to any member of staff if you have any questions or 
concerns.  
 
Please be on time collecting your child.  Five minutes may only be a short time to an 
adult, but it can seem like an age to a young child, especially if all the other children 
have been collected. 

5 Mornings per week 8:45am - 11:45am 

5 Afternoons per week 12:15pm - 3:15pm 

2.5  days per week All day Monday and Tuesday (8:45am - 3:15pm) 
and Wednesday morning (8:45am - 11:45am) 

2.5  days per week Wednesday afternoon (12:15pm - 3:15pm) and 
all day Thursday and Friday (8:45am - 3:15pm) 

Children eligible for 30 hours attend 5 days per week 8:45am - 3:15pm. 



 
The Curriculum 

 
The learning experiences which take place in the Nursery are both broad and balanced 
to provide for every aspect of a young child’s development. 
 
The key to the Nursery Curriculum is LEARNING THROUGH PLAY. 
 
Through a wide variety of play situations, children can develop: 
 
• SOCIALLY 
 
• EMOTIONALLY 
 
• PHYSICALLY 
 
• INTELLECTUALLY 
 
In the Nursery as much emphasis is placed on providing space, fresh air and purposeful 
apparatus for healthy growing bodies as is placed on activities and situations to develop 
language skills, inquiring minds and opportunities to make friends with other children 
and adults. 



 
Playing is Learning 

 
Play at school builds upon and works alongside your child’s play at home, which has 
been, and will continue to be their main way of exploring and learning about the world 
around them. 
 
For example: 
 
Through play in the sand and water, or with magnets, or mixing colours with the 
powder paint, the children are able to explore and investigate how materials behave 
and how they themselves can control what happens. This is the basis for all science 
work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Through play with paint, pencils, chalk, collage materials, scissors and glue the children 
have the opportunity both to explore a range of artistic materials, a necessary 
introduction for creative art work and to develop their finger and hand control to be 
able to manipulate all hand tools, including scissors and pencils. This is an essential 
start to writing. 



 
Through imaginative play, be it in the home corner, with the miniature dinosaurs, or in 
a pretend space rocket, children can develop their social skills in sharing and mixing 
with other children, at the same time as expanding their spoken language skills. Such 
play also gives them the opportunity to play out their fears and anxieties in order to 
come to terms with them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By learning number rhymes and counting songs, children will be developing their 
knowledge of spoken language, and learning about counting and numbers. This is the 
start of maths. 
 
Through ‘play’ with books children have the opportunity to handle books and look at 
the pictures to encourage their interest in and enthusiasm for stories.  Through having 
stories read to them, and discussing the pictures and pointing to the words as they are 
read out, the children can learn easily about the nature of print - which way the pages 
are turned, which is the beginning and end of the book and how the print is read from 
the left side of the page to the right. This is the beginning of reading. 



 
Library and Reading Together 

 
As soon as the children are settled into Nursery, parents are welcome to help them to 
choose a book to take home from our library.  We encourage parents and children to 
choose a book at the beginning of the Nursery session before a member of staff signs it 
out in our library record.  The book may then be shared at home, returned and 
exchanged.  Parents are welcome to do this as often as they wish as it forms an 
essential part of our approach to early reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Breakfast Morning 

 
A weekly healthy Breakfast Morning is held every Thursday morning between 9:00 am 
and 9:15 am in the School Hall.  A selection of healthy cereals, fruit juices and toast 
are served.  You will receive an invitation to come and join us when it is Nursery's turn.  
The price list is as follows: 
 
Children        Adults 
Cereal and Juice   50p    Tea and Coffee 50p 
Toast and Juice  50p    Toast (per slice) 30p 



 
Parents 

 
At Rowena School Nursery we want you as parents to be closely involved in the 
learning experiences of your children. There are many ways to be involved: 
 
For example: 
 
• Reading stories to and with the children 
• Helping with craft activities 
• Working on the computer with the children 
• Playing alongside the children 
• Baking with a group of 3 or 4 children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t worry if you can’t commit yourself to coming into Nursery on a regular basis - we 
will be very pleased to see you on one-off visits whenever you can make it! 
 
We value whatever help and support you can give, and so will your children. We like to 
be able to meet and talk to you every day as you bring your children to school.  



 
Drinks and snacks 

 
Free milk is provided for all Nursery children. Every day children have a piece of fruit 
with their milk. All children are provided with a free water bottle at the beginning of the 
year and are encouraged to drink water throughout the session.  In line with School 
Food Standards, parents are requested to only send water for their child to drink (not 
flavoured water or juice). 
 

Baking 
 
All children are given the opportunity to take turns in baking activities throughout the 
year. 



 
Clothes 

 
Please help us by dressing your children in clothes which they can manage for 
themselves.  Belts, buckles and braces under jumpers are difficult for children to handle 
if they are in a hurry to use the toilet, and even though aprons are provided for messy 
activities, paint can still find its way to the uncovered part!  If for any reason we have 
to change your child’s clothing, please wash ours and return them to the Nursery.  
Thank you. 
 

Jewellery 
 
It is not safe for children to wear jewellery in the Nursery.  It gets caught up in dressing
-up clothes, apron strings and climbing apparatus. 
 

Health 
 
If your child becomes ill at Nursery, then a member of staff will contact you so that you 
can come and collect them.  When your child starts at school, we will ask you for your 
home phone number and that of a relative or friend who could be contacted in an 
emergency, should you be out. 
 

Attendance 
 
It is very important that your child attends Nursery regularly and on time.  We 
understand that children are sometimes ill and are unable to attend, if this is the case 
please telephone us or send a message on School Gateway to let us know the reason on 
the first morning of their absence so that this can be recorded. 
 

And Finally ….. 
 
Thank you for reading our booklet.  We hope that your child will be happy in our 
Nursery.  Should you have any worries, queries or questions about anything to do with 
your child or the Nursery, please do not hesitate to come in to talk to a member of 
staff.  We will do our best to help! 


